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STEVE TROXEL BIDS FAREWELL TO SLIDER STALLIONS
Recognized for his outstanding leadership, he was announced as the new Principal for Jane Hambric School.

Just before students were released on May 1, Mr. Troxel 
casually walked into Mrs. Schwartz’ Speech class and picked up 
the phone to deliver the daily announcements. What made this 

day so different was that it would be the final time Mr. Troxel 
would give the students their daily dose of his unique style.

After spending six years as the Assistant Principal and 
shortly after being named Region 19 Assistant Principal of the 
Year, Mr. Troxel announced that he would be the new Principal of 

Jane Hambric School.
While students and faculty alike were happy for him, there 

was some sadness to see him leave. Earlier in the day, 
administrators,  faculty, and staff held a luncheon to honor his 
service and wish him well in his new position. He received many 

gifts, most of which reflected his incredible sense of humor, 
including a ham attached to a brick, to symbolize his future 
school. 

As an important part of the Slider family, Mr. Troxel made 
lasting impressions on so many students, “Mr. Troxel was a really 

cool assistant principal,  he always knew how to have fun,” said 
eighth-grader Aaron Carillo. Known for his great sense of humor, 
he used that quality  often. He once offered himself as  a target of 
a pie throwing  contest to the winner of a school fundraiser. 

Whenever there were sporting  events, contest, or other activity he 
was present to support Slider teams and programs. 

“Mr. Troxel was the most understanding  leader,  and it was an 

honor to work with him. He was funny, intelligent, and fair.  He had 
a way of making teachers feel important. There is much to miss 
about him leaving Slider, but oh, I will miss his morning 
announcements.” said Mrs. Curlee. Regardless of his schedule, 
Mr. Troxel was often seen talking to students and teachers alike. 

“As a former Speech teacher, he was always willing to share his 
ideas with me. I always felt energized after talking to him”, Mrs. 
Schwartz said.

Everyone agreed that he was a great assistant principal who 
brought his own style and humor to the school and helped 

everyone feel they had found a home at Slider Middle School.  So 
it was fitting that as he finished the announcements and asked 
his famous question, “At Slider, what’s the rule?”, the entire 
school could be heard shouting  from every classroom the 
response, “Stallion Pride!”

He smiled that ever present smile and headed for the door 
just before the bell sounded, ending  his last day on campus.  May 
the Force be with you, Mr. Troxel.

P R I D E

T H E
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By Karina Lujan

We’ll miss you!



After the TAKS testing was finished, Mrs. 

Sierra’s students learned about, and then began 

building Icosahedrons. 

Icosahedrons (I-

c a u s e - O - h e -

d r o n s ) h a v e 

twenty faces and 

are formed from 

many types of 

shapes that are 

all put together 

to form a larger 

one.

Over the past 

several years, 

M r s . S i e r r a ’ s 

students have designed some very unique 

icosahedrons that remain on display in her 

class. Included in the collection are some tiny 

ones that are twenty times smaller than the 

originals. “This 

is a fun way of 

showing the 

students that 

math is not 

a lways jus t 

book work; it 

can be fun,” 

s a i d M r s . 

Sierra. 

The base of each shape starts with a 

perfect square. The squares are then folded to 

form a variety of shapes, and then all put 

together to form Icosahedrons. The students 

receive a grade for the work if they are properly 

constructed. Mrs. Sierra enjoys this assignment 

since it gives students an opportunity to bring 

some creativity to the subject.

STUDENT OF MONTH 
HONOREES RECOGNIZED
By Karina Lujan

MATH STUDENTS CREATE ICOSAHEDRONS
Students find ways to exhibit creativity and learn to create geometric designs

As the old saying goes; one man’s trash is another man’s treasure. Theatre classes proved it in 
their latest project, Trashin’ Fashion. The basic concept was to make fashionable clothing purely 
out of recyclable materials. This project celebrated Earth Day, which is a day when people come 
together and try to do their best to protect our planet. Materials included a plethora of duct tape, 

aluminum foil, bubble wrap, coke cans, 
and plastic products, to make it easier 
to recycle them when they were 
finished.
Mrs. Kern was pleased to find so 
much individuality and creativity in her 
students. Her classes came up with 
incredible costumes, which ranged 
from elegantly beautiful to shockingly 
bizarre. The girls focused on style and 
color, creating dresses, skirts, and 

blouses decorated with polka dots, 
bow ties and hearts in shades of pink, red, black, and yellow. One eye-catching 

costume was designed by Tyler Kyle, and modeled by Morgan Newton. It 
consisted  of feathers, curly ribbons, and tissue paper. Her blouse and skirt 
sported all the colors of the rainbow. Feathers in her hair and multicolored 
socks completed the ensemble. “I wanted to make the most original 
costume in the class,” said Tyler Kyle. 

The boys were a bit different in their style. They designed a barrage of 
outfits including deranged tuxedos, superhero costumes, and even gigantic 
robot suits. Edgar Diaz, Jonathan Galvez, and Jaime Soto designed one 
titled “Trash Man”. “It was really fun to make something purely out of 
trash,” said Edgar Diaz. AJ Hinojos went for the primitive jungle look, with 
an outfit made entirely of leaves. 

 The kids may have had fun but at the same time earned a grade and 
impressed their teacher, Mrs. Kern. “I’m really happy with what my students 
have created. They exceeded my expectations!” After designing and creating costumes Advanced 
Theatre choreographed their very own fashion show. Models paraded down a runway under 
brightly colored spotlights while flashing back to the 80’s with Robert Palmer’s hit song 
“Irresistible”. “I had a great time doing this project; a really super way to end the year,” said 
Advance Theater student Ryan Boyette.

“Models” 
from Trashin 

Fashion

ADVANCED THEATRE GOES GREEN WITH FASHION SHOW
By Uriel Perez

“When I heard that I had received the 

Principal’s Choice for Student of the 

Month, I just couldn’t believe that out of 

all the students in the school that I was 

one of the students selected,” said 

Ashleigh Capka, winner of the Principal’s 

Choice. The Principal’s Choice is a very 

special honor that Mr. Ferguson endows  

based on character, leadership, service, 

and responsibility. He chooses students 

who best embrace the seven habits and 

act as  role models for other students on 

campus. 

When asked how he felt to receive a 

Principal’s award Jose Castro said, “When 

they called my name to the front I thought 

I was in trouble, but when I saw my friend 

Adolfo who does nothing wrong,  I knew it 

was something different. When I was told 

that I had gotten the Principal’s Choice for 

Student of the Month I was just shocked, I 

didn’t know I had even been nominated.” 

The last Student of the Month 

ceremony signals the end of another 

successful school year.  On Wednesday, 

April 22nd, the Student of the Month 

ceremony took place in the orchestra 

room. The students and their parents 

were greeted in the orchestra room with a 

copy of the most recent Stallion Pride, 

cake, and lemonade. The tables were 

decorated with streamers and spring 

floral arrangements.  Present were sixth 

grade teachers, Mrs. Ontiveros, Mr. 

Voorhees, Mrs. Sierra, Mrs. Curlee, and 

counselors Mrs. Lara and Mrs. Quiroz. 

Mrs. Ayala started the ceremony by 

welcoming the many separate core 

groups which make up Sliders student 

and teacher population. Mr. Ferguson 

thanked the students for their hard work 

and thanked the parents for everything 

that they did for the children to get them 

where they were that day.  Mr. Ferguson 

said, “I am really proud of these students 

because they try their best in every class 

and this is just a small way to reward 

them for all their efforts.” 

We congratulate all the students and 

their parents for receiving the Student of 

the Month award. 

By Edgar Diaz and Uriel Perez

Brandon 
Haag and AJ 

Hinojos

Morgan 
Newton



This time of year is always challenging for 
National Junior Honors Society advisor Mrs. 
Torguson. She must sor t through the 
applications from prospective members and 
search for the students that meet the criteria for 
selection.

Many assume that membership in NJHS is 
almost guaranteed for those with high grades. 
But to be selected for membership, students 
must also display good citizenship, leadership, 
a commitment to service, and character.

Each student who was selected to join was 
given an NJHS induction form. These forms 
were very important for these students to fill 
out. They were eight pages long and included 
comment pages for each of their teachers to fill 
in. The students who decided to join were 
required to turn in their form, completely filled 
out, on April 21. The packet included the cover 
sheet, a teacher evaluation form, parent’s 
information and suggestions, NJHS chapter by-
laws, a copy of the compliance letter, discipline 

and dismissal form, awards page, service page, 
April 2009 report card, and at least one letter of 
recommendation. 

Once completed, a committee 
begins the process of reviewing the information 
in preparation for the selection of new 
inductees. Members of NJHS have made a 
commitment to service both at school and in the 
community. Their commitment requires 

maintaining the high standards that come with 
membership in the chapter. 

Seventy-eight new inductees were honored 
at a ceremony earlier this month where they 
were welcomed into membership and 
reminded of the reasons for their selection. 
During the ceremony, the current officers of 
NJHS presented the five characteristics of the 
membership. This year’s officers were Emma 
Venegas, President, Dae Ye Kim, Vice-
President, Estibaliz Sanchez, Vanessa Sliva, 
Karina Lujan, Krysta Weese, and Bethany 

Wilburn.

PRINCIPAL’S CORNER
Here we are preparing for the end of 

another school year. Stallions, you outdid 

yourself again this year. As I’ve said 

before, we begin each school 

year full of hope and 

anticipation of what the 

year will bring and it 

always amazes me just 

how hard each of you 

work to be the very best.

Last year’s accomplishments seemed 

impossible to beat and yet each of you 

came to school everyday determined to 

make this year the most memorable one 

ever and boy, did you achieve it.

We saw our athletic teams achieve 

records that will stand out for years to 

come. We had an unprecedented number 

of students participate in UIL competition 

with results that are hard to imagine 

possible. Our academics continued to 

lead the district and gave the Stallion 

community more to be proud about.

We saw new professionals join our 

r a n k s a n d i m m e d i a t e l y m a k e 

contributions to our school and we said 

goodbye to some of our teachers who, 

after many years with us, more than 

earned the right to retire and enjoy 

themselves after putting our students first 

for years.

Even over the past several weeks, we 

stood with pride as our own Mr. Troxel 

was recognized as the professional he is 

and given the responsibility to spread our 

contagious Stallion Pride to another 

school as its Principal.

We’ve witnessed our sixth-graders 

jump into the history and traditional of 

excellence that is Slider Middle School; 

while we prepare to say goodbye to our 

eighth-graders who have contributed so 

much to our school. We’ll continue to 

watch them from afar and enjoy their 

achievements as they begin their high 

school years.

Which leads me to conclude that 

being a part of the Stallion family is an 

incredible honor and I want to thank our 

fantastic faculty, staff, and administrators 

for another phenomenal year.

Have a great summer!

New 
NJHS 

inductees

NJHS INDUCTS NEW MEMBERS 
Seventy-eight new inductees were honored at a ceremony earlier this 
month where they were welcomed into membership

Slider’s Girls Advanced Choir performed superbly in their recent UIL Competition. They 
achieved a score of 1 on the sight reading portion of their contest, which is the highest rating 
possible. “We were one of the few schools to get a superior rating in silent reading,” 
commented eight-grader Emma Venegas.  “I think it was due to the way we all worked 
together and all the effort we put in at practice.”  

The event took place at El Dorado High School on April 21st, where they competed 
against all the middle and high schools from the Socorro District.  Dancing and Singing, 
Adoramus Te, Christe, and Your Friend Shall Be the Tall Wind were the musical pieces they 
performed for the concert portion.  They got a score of 2 on their concert songs, appealing to 
the incredibly strict judges. “I was excited to go,” commented Ivonne Ruiz, “though the 
judges were strict and stern, I had fun.”  

The participants were Marissa Amador, Melinda Arrieta, Cassidy Banks, Ryan Boyette, 
Daniela Castorena, Dayna Chairez, Jessica Chapa, Adeline Duron, Angelica Flores, Gabriella 
Gutierrez, Ashley Howell, Attiya Holt, Arissa Luna, Andrea Marintez, Diana Emely Reimer, 
Cynthia Remes, Victoria Rey, Madeline Rivera, Cassandra Ruiz, Ivonne Ruiz, Cassandra 
Ruvalcaba, Samantha Shelton, Emily Soto, Emma Venegas, and Julie Zeijas-Garcia. 
Congratulations to these girls and Mrs. Labrado for another successful year.

GIRL’S ADVANCED CHOIR NETS SUPERIOR RATING
By Estibaliz Sanchez

By Stallion Pride Staff
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This 
p a p e r 
wouldn’t 
be what it 
is without the 
time, energy, 
and creativity of 
these students. My 
thanks to them for the 
hard work they gave to 
make every edition of THE 
STALLION PRIDE, the very 
best it could be. We also want 
to thank the faculty, staff, and 
administrators for their guidance 
and support.

Mrs. Schwartz

The Literary Anthology competition wrapped up recently with several Stallions 

showing off their writing skills in the hope of having their work published. Only a few students 

were selected to have their writings entered in the District competition and three Stallions were recognized 

at that level. 

Congratulations to Reagan Golucke in placing first in the sixth grade Essay category, Sheym Gant in 

placing second in the seventh grade Personal Narrative category, and Mary J. 

Delgado for placing fourth in the eighth grade Personal Narrat ive 

category. The three students had their work judged on very critical criteria 

based on interest in the subject, the story line, 

and the expressive language the students 

used in their writing. The competition at the 

District level is very competitive as 

students are judged against other 

entries for all the schools and requires a high 

level of polishing to the writing and choice of words 

and descriptive phrases in order to 

capture the interest of the 

reader.

STUDENTS COMPETE IN LITERARY ANTHOLOGY

Reagan 
Golucke

Sheym 
Gant

At the eighth grade awards ceremony 

Student council member Ashley Ramirez 

was acknowledged by the Parent Teacher 

Organization and rewarded for her 

outstanding volunteer work throughout the 

year. The PTO was more than grateful for 

Ramirez’s selfless effort with school 

fundraising and hard work to improve 

Slider. Ramirez also led the Pledge of 

Allegiance at the beginning of the 

ceremony, and was followed by the 

traditional Star Spangled Banner, sung by 

M a r i a c h i 

t e a c h e r , 

Mr. Juan 

Contreras. 

S l i d e r ’ s 

c h a m b e r 

orchestra, 

l e d b y 

D a v i d 

Hamilton, 

performed striking renditions of Fiddling 

Around and the Legend of Dark Mountain. 

A s t h e y 

played, the 

f o r m a l l y 

d r e s s e d 

e i g h t h 

graders filed 

i n . M r . 

Ferguson

announced 

t h a t t h e 

eighth-grade 

c l a s s o f 

2009 had the most students in Slider’s 

history to be invited to the awards 

ceremony, with nearly two-thirds of the 

student body present. 

The awards began with special silver 

trophies presented to all UIL winners. As 

they accepted certificates, awards and  

recognition for the year the future 

freshmen were cheered and congratulated 

by their friends and 

family. Nearly every 

e i g h t h g r a d e 

teacher and several 

o t h e r f a c u l t y 

members were on 

hand to recognize  

the achievements 

of their students. 

“They remembered  

what I told them at the beginning of the 

year; hard work ALWAYS pays off,” said 

Ms. Sierra.

 Many certificates were given out to 

students for various achievements 

including Outstanding performance in 

Math, Reading, Science and Social 

Studies, Literary Anthology participation, 

Most Valuable Player (MVP) in each sport 

and team, SAT part ic ipat ion, and 

commended-status for TAKS testing. 

Ashley 
Ramirez 

Mr. 
Contreras

EIGHTH GRADE STUDENTS RECEIVE AWARDS AT CEREMONY
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